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A Victoria Falls Hotel a brit birodalom kultirdjanak el6drse volt. A szdlloda megmaradt a gyarmati aranykor tantjanak.

The Victoria Falls Hotel was an outpost of The British Empire. The hotel still represents the golden age of the colonial era

A Viktoria-vizesés repulSterére érkezink Zimbabwébe. Ha valaki
gépet foglal, akkor figyelnie kell, mert van egy ugyanilyen jarat Zam-
biaba is.

A turistak idén marcius Ota tértek vissza Zimbabwébe. Korabban
éveken at politikai okokbol és a rossz gazdasagi helyzet miatt el-
kertilték ezt az orszagot, amelynek a vadvilaga egyediilallo, s ahol
megtalalhato a vilag hét természeti csodajanak egyike, a Fold legna-
gyobb vizesése, a Niagarat is két és félszer tllszarnyald Viktdriaviz-
esés. Szerencsére ma mar batran lehet ide utazni, s csodat 1atni. Ne
hagyja ki, ha teheti!

A Victoria Falls Hotelben szallunk meg. Amint atlépjiik a kaput, luxus
vilagba csoppeniink. A Leading Hotels of the World tagja ez a szallo-
da, 5 csillagos, 120 ezer forint egy éjszaka 2 agyas szobaban.

Tobb mint szaz évvel ezel6tt nyitottak meg a hotelt, ami Edward ko-
rabeli stilusban épiilt. Olyan az épiilet, mint a gyarmatositdk luxus-
villaja. Az angol kirdlynd is lakott mér itt, s megszamlalhatatlan hires
ember. A hotel pozicionalasa tokéletes, a teraszrél a Viktdria-vizeses
melletti hatalmas Zambezi viaduktot lehet Iatni, a vizesés paraja be-
boritja az eget. Pazar, s egyedi kdrnyezet. A szélloda kertjébdl kiilon
kis Ut vezet a vizeséshez, tiz perc gyalog, csak az egyetlen problé-
ma, ha kilépiink a kapun, mér a vadonban talaljuk magunkat. igy
6rok kisérnek.

We have arrived at The Victoria Falls airport in Zimbabwe. If you
reserve a flight than you must be careful because the same plane
also visits Zambia, which is a different country.

Tourists returned to Zimbabwe in March this year. In the previous four
years, as a consequence of political circumstances and a poor econ-
omy, tourists had avoided the country. In Zimbabwe the wilderness
is incomparable to anywhere else and you can find one of the worlds
natural wonders. This wonder is the biggest waterfall on Earth, so
vast it is two and a half times larger than Niagara Falls.

We stayed in the Victoria Falls Hotel. Entering through the gate we
fell into a world of luxury. This is one of the worlds leading hotels.
The hotel was first opened over a hundred years ago and it was built
in The Edwardian style. The building resembles a luxury colonial villa.
The British queen was a guest here as were numerous other famous
personalities. The hotels positioning is perfect. Standing on the ter-
race that overlooks The Victoria falls you can see the giant Zambezi
viaduct where the mist covers the sky in gorgeous and unmatched
surroundings. From the garden of the hotel there is a separate path
to the falls, the journey takes only ten minutes. The only problem is
that upon stepping out through the gate one finds oneself immersed
in the wilderness, for this reason there is always a guide present to
avoid anyone getting lost.
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Dr. David Livingstone-nak 1855-ben els§ eurdpaiként adatott meg a
vizesést latnia, mindjart el is nevezte szeretve tisztelt kiralyngjérél.
Réviddel ezutan mint a vilag egyik természeti csodaja hireslt el. 1,7
km széles, tobb mint 100 méter magassagbodl zudul le a viz, s ma-
sodpercenként 505 millié liter folyik le a Zambezib8l a mélyre. A viz-
esés labanal az életveszélyes zuhatagok az egész vilagon paratlan
vadvizi evezGspalyak. Itt tor utat a Zambezi a Zambiat és Zimbabwét
elvalasztd keskeny bazaltszurdokok soran — csodalatos taj: a sz{iki-
letekben zubog6, harsogd viz a csendesebb szakaszokon a béke és
nyugalom paradicsomava lesz hirtelen.

A Victoria Falls Hotelben szalltak meg a nemesek és a gazdagok,
amidta csak létezik. 1948-ban az angliai Southamptonbdl indult egy
légi jarat Johannesburgba, ami 6tszori leszallassal ért oda. A neve
Jungle Junction vagyis Dzsungel Csatlakozas volt. Az utolsd pihend-
hely az uton a Victoria Falls Hotel volt, s ennek emlékére a szalloda
ma is lizemeltet egy Jungle Junction elnevezés(i éttermet.

A széllodaban minden a torténelmi idéket idézi, a szobakban balda-
hinos &gyak vannak, a f6 éttermet Livingstone emlékének szentelték,
elegans vacsora- és tancesteket rendeznek itt. Kiilonleges élmény a
reggeli a Jungle Junction étterem, s a vacsora a fééplilet teraszan.
Szmokingos, glaszékesztyls pincérek suhognak, s finom ételeket
talalnak. Az éjszakat baldahinos agyban tolthetjlik, édes alomban.

A hotel igazgat6ja Karl Snater, holland-zimbabwei sz(lék gyereke,
aki Harraréban szliletett. Vele tonikozunk a teraszon, mesél a mun-
k&jarol. Tébb nemzetkdzileg ismert szallodat vezetett mar.
Megnyitasakor, 1904-ben a Victoria Falls Hotel a brit birodalom kul-
turajanak el6érse volt a semmi kdzepén. Ez a szalloda megmaradt
nagyvilagi hdlgynek, a gyarmati aranykor, a vizesés dr. Livingstone
altali felfedeztetése utani korszak tandjanak, ha mara kissé felfris-
sitve is. Livingstone és felfedezétarsa, Henry Stanley emléke ma is
elevenen él a hotelben. A titokzatos és vardzslatos atmoszférat kiilén
dusitja, hogy az épiilet minden szegletébédl sejteni lehet, hogy a ké-
zelben van a vizesés.

Nagyon fontos informéacid: csak készpénzzel lehet fizetni mindenhol
Zimbabweében. A hitelkartyat nagyon kevés helyen fogadjak el. Le-
gyen tehat nalunk dollar!

Aprop6 dollar. 2009 januér 6ta amerikai dollar és
dél-afrikai rand a hivatalos fizetési eszk6z az or-
szagban. Amiéta a dollart bevezették, kdnnyebb
beszerezni a szallodanak is minden alapanyagot,
amit Zimbabwében nem tudnak venni, azt im-
portéljdk Zambidbdl és Botswanabdl. Az eldbbi
negyedora kocsival, az utdbbi masfél éra, s ot
minden kaphaté.

L. Kelemen Gabor
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In 1855 Dr David Livingstone became the first European to discover
the waterfall. Upon sighting it he immediately named it after his be-
loved Queen, Victoria. Shortly afterwards it gained notoriety as one of
the natural wonders of the world. Its one point seven kilometres wide,
the water falls from a height of one hundred metres and five hundred
and five million litres of water fall every second, flowing down from
the Zambezi river. The water at the foot of the waterfall is incredibly
dangerous and is unmatched as far as white water rapids rafting is
concerned. The Zambezi breaks its way through the narrow basalt
channel that separates Zambia and Zimbabwe-its a truly wonderful
place. One can observe the twilight greyness of the water as it hits
the pool below, the sound is fantastically loud.

The Victoria Falls Hotel has been the destination for affluent and
aristocratic quests since the beginning of its existence. In 1948 an
aeroplane route from British Southampton to Johannesburg was es-
tablished. It landed at five different places along the way. The name
of the flight was The Jungle Junction. The last destination for passen-
gers of this flight was The Victoria Falls Hotel. In memory of this route
the hotel still runs a restaurant called The Jungle Junction. All of the
hotel’s interior makes reference to the historical ages. The bedrooms
all have four poster beds. The hotel’s main restaurant is dedicated
to the memory of Dr David Livingstone and offers elegant dinners
and dance events. Breakfast in The Jungle Junction restaurant is a
special experience as is dinner held on the terrace of the main build-
ing. Smoking and smooth handed waiters serve delicious food for he
guests. We spent the night in our four poster bed.

The Director of the hotel Karl Snatar is the son of Dutch Zimbabwean
parents who were born in Harare. We are sipping tonic on the ter-
race while he explains his role at the hotel. Snatar previously directed
other internationally renowned hotels and now he is incredibly satis-
fied with his current place.

At the opening in 1904 The Victoria Falls Hotel was an outpost of
British culture situated in the middle of nowhere. The hotel remained
for the high class lady a symbol of the golden age of colonial times.
This still holds true but of course it has been refreshed somewhat
since it was first established. The memory of Livingstone is still vi-
tal to the hotel. The mysterious atmosphere has
been made even richer. Now in every corner of
the building you feel the closeness of the falls.
Lets discuss dollars further. From January 2009
the USD and The S-African Rand became the lo-
cal currency. Since the dollar has been in opera-
tion here, it has been much easier to get every-
thing in the hotels from Zambia and Botswana.
Gabor. L. Kelemen




